
City of Cedar Rapids 
Code Enforcement-Housing Code Board of Appeals  

Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, November 4, 2020 @ Virtual Meeting Live on Facebook 

 
Board Members Present    Board Members Absent: 
Al Aossey      Craig Stump 
Lana Baldus 
Amanda Burns 
Garry Grimm 
Coe Molumby-Vice Chairperson-acting Chairperson 
Rick Monthie 
 
Appellant Present:     City Staff Present 
Charles Davisson-not present   John Riggs, Housing/Code Enforcement Manager 
Patrick Riley- appellant’s attorney   Tammy Augustine, Housing Inspector 
Michael White-appellant’s maintenance  Lt. Cory McGarveyLt.  

Lt. Tony Robinson                
 Amanda Greider, Public Safety Program Manage 
 Annette Lorenz, Nuisance Program Coordinator 
 Shannon Day, Recording Secretary   
         
   

Housing Code Board of Appeals was called to order on Wednesday, November 4th at 2:00 pm –virtual 
meeting - live on Facebook.  
 
Vice Chairperson-Coe Molumby acted as Chairperson in Craig Stump’s absence.  Garry Grimm  moved 
to accept the Wednesday, March 11, 2020 minutes as reviewed.  Lana Baldus seconded.  All ayes, 
motion carried. 
 
H-3-2020-Charles Davisson-1557 6th Ave SE, 619 15th ST SE, 1025 20th ST SE, & 2037 Bever 
Avenue SE 
 
Inspector Tammy Augustine stated both 619 15th Street SE & 1557 6th Avenue SE had open violations 
and were to be inspected and completed by June 2, 2020, however because of COVID 19-those 
inspections had been cancelled-therefore the violations are not in compliance as of today. 
 
Annette Lorenz  
1557 6th Ave SE-SAFE CR had previously asked for registration revocation on March 11, 2020 to due 
interior and exterior violations as well as unpaid rental fees and SAFE CR fees-to be paid by April 8, 
2020.  Housing had stated interior violations need completed by April 8th, 2020 and exterior violations 
completed by June 2, 2020 and if violations were in compliance-the registrations would not be 
suspended revoked Finance advised on September 17, 2020-they had received a check for fees, 
however that check was returned because of insufficient funds.   On October 19, 2020-the Finance 
Dept. did receive a cashiers check and fees had been paid however-these fees should have been paid 
by April 8, 2020 as well as all repairs made by June 2, 2020.  Part of the intent of SAFE CR is to ensure 



tax payer funded services so we are noting this property is using more tax payer funded services more 
than other properties.  It took another hearing to be brought to the Housing Board of Appeals a 2nd time 
for these fees to get paid and interior and exterior violations are not in compliance as of today as well. 
 
619 15th ST SE-This property was brought infront of the Housing Board of Appeals on March 11, 2020-
and the Housing Board of Appeals agreed for all fees to be paid and interior repairs completed by April 
1, 2020 and exterior repairs completed by June 15, 2020.  If fees paid and repairs made-the registration 
would not be revoked. These fees had been paid in March 2020, however had been returned due to 
insufficient funds.  As of September 17, 2020-those fees were unpaid and should have been paid by 
April 1, 2020.  At that time the total amount due to SAFE CR and housing fees was $250.00.  Since that 
time, this property has continued to have ongoing police calls for service and forwarded on as having 
nuisance activity.  The property has received 3 subsequent notices of violations for police calls for 
service for founded nuisance activity –disorderly house, disturbing the peace, and possession of a 
controlled substance.  These calls for service and nature of the calls has impacted the neighborhood.  
The notice of billing  and notice of violation was sent to the owner for calls for service that occurred on 
September 16, 2020 and for that one call alone–the owner was billed $1,175.00 for that call.  As of 
September 17, 2020-the amount owed on that property was $1,425.00.  On September 23, 2020 I 
submitted to revoke or suspend the rental unit registration due to the continued police calls for service 
and unpaid fees.   
 
During the past several months and over the past year I have received numerous calls and emails from 
neighbors concerning the activity at this location and how it’s impacting their neighborhood.  CRPD has 
spent an enormous amount of time responding to calls in this area focused on this specific property.  
CRPD has conducted many focus patrols as a way to curb some of the nuisance activity. 
 
Lt. Robinson stated he has had numerous calls for service.  An overview of the property reveals 72 calls 
for service since January 2020.  75% of the calls were from the tenant themselves.  Usually officers 
found the tenant intoxicated and complaining about her adult son who lives in the residence as well and 
will usually have to diffuse a disturbance between the tenant and her son.  Officers were there to look for 
her adult son on an arrest warrant which occurred in September, 2020.   On another incident- officers 
have also knocked on the door and someone other than the tenant answered the door and could smell 
marijuana coming from the residence.  The officers then wrote a search warrant on that call and served 
the search warrant and found drug use evidence along with locating a magazine for a high powered rifle.  
Marijuana is illegal in Iowa and the combination of firearms and ammunition along with evidence of drug 
usage is illegal.  The other 25 % of the calls are from the neighborhood from the tenant out yelling on the 
scene-and being intoxicated.  This is an obvious burden to the neighborhood.  On October 19, 2020-
Finance received a cashiers check for $1,484.54 so as of that date-the only fees remaining for the 
property is $47 outstanding and the newer charge of $1,175.00.  City Finance received a check on 
10/30/3020 that would pay any of these outstanding fees on this property. Finance confirmed prior to 
this meeting and are still waiting for this check to clear as it was a bank or personal check instead of a 
cashier’s check.  In looking at the intent of SAFE-CR-for the number of times PD has been called to this 
property –not only for calls for service but also for the founded nuisance activity.  Besides those calls-
there have been 3 subsequent notices of violations which entails 8 additional police calls for service for 
founded nuisance activity.  It took us requesting a 2nd time to come infront of the Housing Board of 
Appeals to just pay their fees so it’s my request that board suspend the rental unit registration for this 
property for as long as they can.   



 
2307 Bever Ave SE- In July 2020-the property became a nuisance property and the property owner did 
not appeal the declaration, nor did the owner submit a nuisance property abatement plan, but property 
did have additional calls for service after the designation of that nuisance property status while in the 
grace period.  In September 2020, I requested to revoke or suspension of this property due to the 
declaration of this being a nuisance property.  The owner did not appeal those additional calls or appeal 
so on September 23rd, I requested to suspend or revoke the rental unit registration.  The tenant who 
submitted what they thought was a plan as to how they were going to address the activity on the 
property  and I let Housing Inspections know on October 12th the plan that was submitted per 22A was 
not fitting of a nuisance property abatement plan.  Per 22A-plan-it needs to be very specific on what the 
corrective action is to be such as dates of those actions will take place and be completed by.There was 
an additional call for activity on October 14th, 2020. This property entered its fee period on August 9, 
2020 so that call for service was going to be billed.  We then billed the owner $1,416.58 due to the 
amount of time spent for that call for service on that date.  The invoice is dated 10/23/2020 for a due 
date of 11/22/2020-so it’s a current invoice.  During the past several months to a year I have received 
numerous calls and emails from neighbors concerning the activity at this location and how it’s impacting 
their neighborhood.  On 11/2/2020 we received a letter from concerned neighbors as well as CRPD has 
spent an enormous amount of time responding to calls in this area focused on this specific property.  
CRPD has conducted many focus patrols as a way to curb some of the nuisance activity. 
 
Lt. McGarvey stated this property has been a source of constant neighborhood complaints and the 
neighbors have sent in a collective letter.  This property is in my area and this is a classic example of 
one property of how it affects the rest of the neighborhood.  Since 1/1/2020-there were 13 weapons 
violations calls to that can be tied to this property by either the person calling police tenants or officers 
noting it during the course of the call investigation.  There have been 25 disturbance calls that the caller 
either recognizes the people involved in the disturbance or the disturbance itself was happening at 2307 
Bever or that officers can tie back to this property;1 theft; and 7 suspicious person calls.  From this 
evidence, I would request the Housing Board of Appeals suspend the owner’s ability to rent properties 
for as long as possible.  We have 1 current active firearms investigation occurring at this property.  Lt. 
McGarvey then read the attached letter from the neighbors.   
 
John Riggs then read the recommendation of the board.   
 

The Building Services Department have received a request from SAFE-CR to revoke, deny or suspend 
the Rental Unit Registrations (RUR) for four (4) properties owned by Charles Davisson (AKA: Property 
Holders LTD).  
The Cedar Rapids Police Department continues to receive numerous Calls for Service at the listed 
properties.  
Addresses –  
1. 2307 Bever Ave SE,  

2. 1025 20th St SE,  

3. 619 15th St SE,  

4. 1557 6th Ave SE  
 



These four (4) properties listed have all been declared as a Nuisance Property pursuant to Chapter 22A. 
Please reference the four (4) requests as submitted by SAFE-CR for further information outlining the 
declarations.  
Background History –  
Both 619 15th St SE and 1557 6th Ave SE have been heard by the Housing Board of Appeals on March 
11, 2020. I (John Riggs) proposed at that time: If all fees are paid and the interior/exterior repairs were 
completed by the timelines outlined at that hearing the property registration would not be suspended. 
The Housing Board voted unanimously to accept my proposal. Attorney Patrick Riley represented 
Property Holders LTD at this appeal hearing and agreed to the proposal I (John Riggs) submitted. 
Further explanation of those proposals and decisions are included in the minutes from the March 11, 
2020 meeting.  
Chapter 29 / Housing Code –  
The Housing Code (Chapter 29) is enforced by the Building Services Department and the Rental 
Housing Inspectors. Inspections are completed on a regular basis and notice of violations are served to 
those property owners (owner occupied or rental) who have violations which need to be corrected as 
outlined in the housing code.  
The Housing Code also includes the Rental Business Regulations. The Rental Business Regulations 
allow for the Suspension, Revocation or Denial of a Rental Unit Registration for the declaration of a 
property as a Nuisance Property under Chapter 22A.  
1. 2307 Bever Ave SE – Building Services sent a Notice of Violation on 10/20/20 for using nonsleeping 
areas throughout the house and padlocked interior doors as reported by the CRPD on 10/16/2020.  

2. 1025 20th St SE – No current housing code violations noted. Next regular inspection 3/2023  

3. 619 15th St SE – Open notice of violation. Re-inspection to be scheduled in late 2020 due to Covid-19 
restrictions in place.  
4. 1557 6th Ave SE – Open notice of violation. Re-inspection to be scheduled in late 2020 due to Covid-
19 restrictions in place.  
 
Chapter 22A / Nuisance Properties –  
Chapter 22A Prohibits Nuisance Properties and provides the SAFE-CR Program the ability to correct 
those properties that have been deemed as a Nuisance Property.  
Chapter 22A.06 – Finding of Violation; Nuisance Property Abatement Plan.  
SAFE-CR has issued the Notice of Violations to the property owner that the above listed properties are 
deemed a Nuisance Property per 22A.06.a. SAFE-CR has pursued a Nuisance Property Abatement 
Plan as outlined per 22A.06.b and as of this documents creation not received an acceptable plan. 
SAFE-CR has made attempts to meet with the property owner to correct these violations as outlined per 
22A.06.c.  
SAFE-CR has followed all criteria as outlined in Chapter 22A to correct the Nuisance Property and is 
now requesting that further actions be taken under Chapter 29, Rental Business Regulations to 
suspend, revoke or deny the Rental Unit Registrations (RUR) for the properties listed above and owned 
by Charles Davisson (AKA: Property Holders LTD).  
Recommendation for Suspension –  
Based on the current CRPD, Calls for Service, the lack of a valid or acceptable Nuisance Property 
Abatement Plan being submitted to SAFE-CR and past due fees owed to the City of Cedar Rapids, we 
recommend the following actions be taken.  



1. The Building Services Department recommends that all four (4) properties have the Rental Unit 
Registrations, Suspended for a period of 180 Days. Under this suspension the Housing Inspectors will 
be able to continue monitoring the progress of all listed properties.  

2. All fees owed the city shall be paid within 45 days for the above listed properties. This would also 
include any past due fees owed for Rental Unit Registration fees do for the current or previous years 
outstanding. As previous payments to the city by Property Holders LTD. could not be collected due to 
insufficient funds, we recommend to the board that you require a cashier’s check be made payable to 
the city.  

3. All Notice of Violations be corrected within 90 days and the inspection scheduled for all properties. 
This shall apply even though the property is considered vacant and not rented.  

4. At the conclusion of the 180-day suspension all the listed properties shall have completed a current 
Regular Rental Inspection and have been issued a new Certificate of Compliance.  

5. The listed properties will still be subject to timelines as outlined in Chapter 22A to remain on the 
Nuisance Property list.  

6. If at any time during this 180-day suspension a Founded Nuisance Activity as outline in Chapter 22A 
has occurred at the listed addresses further action against Charles Davisson (AKA: Property Holders 
LTD) to include Suspension or Revocation of the Landlord Business Permit may be brought before the 
board.  
 
I hereby submit my recommendations based on the evidence presented to the Building Services 
Department by SAFE-CR and by those sections of the Housing Code that pertain to these properties 
and the violations noted. Sincerely, John Riggs. 
 
Annette Lorenz repeated all the time spent on this property-it is the CRPD who is abating the nuisance 
activity instead of the property owner addressing the activity and is requesting the rental property unit 
registration to be suspended for as long as the board will allow.   
 
1025 20th St SE-Annette Lorenz had requested Building Services to suspend the rental unit registration 
be suspended due to the declaration of it being deemed a nuisance property. This property became a 
nuisance property in July 2020 due to an A1 violation for a controlled substance.  The property owner 
did not submit a nuisance property abatement plan for this property.  As it’s the intent of SAFE CR to 
preserve property values , control tax payer funded services when going to properties and am 
requesting the Housing Board of Appeals to suspend the rental unit registration for as long as allowable.   
 
Patrick Riley then addressed the properties as follows: 
 
2307 Bever Ave SE –The tenant has moved out and believes that suspension would not be necessary 
because the problem is now mute.  He did acknowledge that there was an oversight when paying the 
fees and technically speaking-the funds were paid late because the checks bounced-but they were paid.   
 
619 15th ST SE-They have made progress with getting the tenant removed.  The tenant does pay her 
rent  They had tried previously however under the Clear and Present Danger of the State of Iowa is not 
very strict and tenants get a lot of 2nd chances such as writing a letter stating someone else is the 
problem.  This tenant already had that opportunity and did not do so back in March 2020-so they are 
optimistic, however because of Iowa Law they had to wait for the tenant to become a nuisance again 



before they could start the eviction process for Clear and Present Danger. That is how the law is written 
and don’t have any avenue other than that.   
 
1557 6th Ave SE-This has been vacant for 60 days and has some exterior issues.  The Deracho storm 
has made everyones’ life much harder and has made the timeline for fixing the properties harder.  The 
owner is on track to fix the properties and asking for more additional time to do so.   
 
1025 20th St SE-This property is up to code and is in compliance and would pass inspection once 
completed.  Patrick Riley is asking for some understanding stating there has been problems with the 
property and Charles Davisson has fully acknowledged this but they can only use the option that Iowa 
Law has allowed and cannot evict people who were paying their rent and cannot evict tenants for Clear 
and Present Danger unless we follow all requirements of Iowa Law and have no way of kicking people 
out.  Mr. Davisson is taking steps he needs in order to address the issues.   
 
John Riggs thanked Patrick Riley for his representation of Mr. Davisson and opened for the Housing 
Board Members to speak. 
 
Lana Baldus is recommending for suspension-can the tenants stay in the property during this timeframe-
or do they need to leave?   
 
John Riggs replied-the rental unit is suspended or revoked and cannot be used as rental property.  Lana 
Baldus states she hates to see people out of the property when the owner isn’t showing any 
accountability and the owner is not showing pride of ownership. Two of the properties were already 
addressed in March and there has been time to get the repairs and the fees paid.  
 
Garry Grimm asked if the properties will be placarded for suspension?  How will anyone know that there 
is nobody living there then?  Someone could still be living inside.   
 
John Riggs replied a rental unit registration that is revoked, suspended or denied means that nobody is 
allowed to live in it.  We do not placard properties for suspension.  We only placard houses for being 
unsafe-not unoccupied.   
 
Garry Grimm-John Riggs addressed item #6 in Mr. Riggs recommendations -In the future if at any time 
during the 180 days of suspension a founded nuisance call happens at any of the properties-this could 
be brought to the board again to suspend or revoke the Landlord Business Permit-is that the permit that 
allows the landlord to have rental properties?  
 
John Riggs replied Garry Grimm was correct-that is his recommendation that the Housing Board of 
Appeal would need to decide.  If the board upholds his recommendation for suspension and the 6 items; 
yes-that is what that means.   
 
Grimm suggested to Patrick Riley that he remind Charles Davisson he has the possibility of non- 
compliance and possibly losing his ability to rent any of his properties. If he’s not going to be held 
accountable to rent these 4 properties-then it should be brought before the board to not be able to rent 
any of his properties.  Garry Grimm asked if all fees were paid. 
 



Annette Lorenz then repeated the City had received 3 separate checks on October 30, 2020 however 
those were checks from the bank so they have not cleared and we don’t know if they are any good.   
 
Garry Grimm asked if owner had 45 days to pay all remaining fees and suggested the timeline be 
dropped to 30 days to pay, but agrees all 4 rental registrations be suspended.   
 
Amanda Burns had no questions and supports John Rigg’s recommendations. 
 
Rick Monthie had no questions and supports John Riggs’ recommendations.  
 
Lana Baldus moved to pass John Riggs recommendations.  Rick Monthie seconded the motion. All 
ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Old Business:  N/A 
 
Lana Baldus moved to adjourn the meeting.  Garry Grimm seconded the motion.  Meeting adjourned at 
2:50 pm.    
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Shannon Day Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 


